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“The funeral of a devout sheykh, or of one of the great *Ulama, is still more numerously
attended, and the bier of such a person is not covered with a shawl. A welee is further
honoured in his funeral by a remarkable custom. Women follow his bier, but instead of
wailing, as they would after the corpse of an ordinary mortal, they rend the air with the
shrill and quavering cries of joy called “zaghéreet;” and if these cries are discontinued but
for a minute, the bearers of the bier protest that they cannot proceed - that a supernatural
power rivets them to the spot on which they stand.”
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The ceremony of “opening the mouth” being performed on the mummy of Hunefer, about B.C 1350,
(From the Papyrus of Hunefer, sheet 5.; Budge 1972:60.)

A funerary barge with women beating their heads in token of their grief,

and singing dirges for the dead
(E. A. Wallis Budge, The Dwellers on the Nile. New York: Dover, 1977:134.)
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A bier for carrying the dead to the cemetery put upside down
- and filled with small stones
(From Ahmed Fakhry, The Ouses of Egypt. Cairo, nd. I, 55.)



